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INTERESTING INTELLIGENCE RESPECTING THE MISSION 
IN INDIA. 

Extract of a Letter from the Rev. William Rogers, 

D. D. to one of the Editors; dated Philadelphia, 


May 31, 1806. 


AST week the William Pena arrived here from Calcutta, 
in which came paflengers, Mr. Maylin and Mr. Fernandez, 
jun. both members of the Baptift church at Serampore; the for- 
mer an Englifh merchant, the latter a native, fon of our highly 
efteemed, learned, and pious miniftring brother of Dinagepoor. 
After they have tarried a few weeks in this city and New York, 
2nd I hope I may add Bofton, they purpofe failing for England. 
Young Mr. Fernandez will fpend three years with brother Ry- 
land, in Briftol academy. He fings moft delightfully in Ben- 
galle, i in which language he has alfo preached. A converted 
Brahmin will follow them fhortly ; he will probably arrive here 
next April, on his way to Europe. Juft before the above breth- 
ren left India, ten natives were baptized in the Ganges at one 
time. 

Blefled be God, we have been partially fuccefsful, with refpe& 
to our addrefs on the “ propagation of the gofpel.”” By Capt. 
Jofiah, of the fhip Bainbridge, Mr. Ralfton forwarded 6024 
dolls. 23 cts. for our miffionaries m Bengal; of which fum, 
4.666 dolis. 60 cts. were the London contribution, and 1357 
dolls. 63 cts. from the United States. Sincé which, Mr. Raliton 
has received, and forwarded by the Richmond, Capt. Thackara, 
about 2000 dolls. more. Oh that the Lord would croWfavith 
his abundant blefling, an undertaking fo benevolent and arduous, 
as that in which our dear brethren in India are engaged ! ~ 
Es 
















226 Extracdt of a Letter Jrom Mr. Carey. 


Will not Maffachufetts do fomething ?* From Conneéticur 
nearly or quice 600 dolls. have been fent, more than 100 of which 
was the contribution of the fludents of Yale College. From 
Balimore Mr, Kalfton received between 200 and 300 dolls. 
Vrom Charieiton, South Carolina, 530. From Mr. Williams 
ot New York, upwards of joo, &c. &e. 

Believe me to be, dear brother, yours in a precious Redeemer, 


WILLIAM KOGEKS. 


P.S. It rejoices me to find that Almighty God is vifiting fo 

many places with the effutions of his Hely Spirit. Several of 

late in this city have put on the Lord Jefus Chrift by an open 
cern. 


_ 
proieiiuy Th. 

















Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Carey, to 
one of the Editors, dated Serampore, March 9, 
1806. 


UR affairs, as it regards the miffion, are in a rather prof- 
perous ftate. The church confills of eichty-two members, 
befides nine who were a few weeks ago formed into a feparate 
church, and who are under the paltoral care of our brother 
Yernandez.t We have many things to confli@ with, and to 
difeourage us, but the*work of the Lord gradually goes -on. 
Laft Lord’s day three natives were baptized. 

This is the Sabbath. I have been preaching, and it is almof 
time to attend worfhip again; you will therefore excufe my 
brevity. I will endeavour, by another opportunity, to be more 
prolix. 

I am, very affectionately, yours, 


W. CAREY. 





REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN ADDISON, COLUMBIA, STEU- 
F mnt w« LN 


Extraét of a Letter from the Rev. Haac Cafe, to the 
Secretary, dated Readlield, Nov. 19, 1805. 
My very dear Lrother, 
§ GREEABLY to the wifh of the Society, I now give you 
£ fome account of my travels. I began my prefent Mil- 
fionary labours on the 28th of September, 1805. Went to Bel- 


* We can inform our worthy friend, that Maffachuletts is doing fomething 
very handfome, in this good caufe. Editors. 
> 





“) > This new church is at Dinagepoor,——— Zditore. 
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Revival of Religion in Addifon, Se. 229 


grade, where I preached the funeral fermon of a man who was 
drowned in Sidney pond. His body lay eight days in the water, 
before it was found. He has left a wife and four fmall children, 
to mourn for him.—I bee went to the eat of Sidney, where I 
preached on the Lord’s day. This was a comfortable feafon. 
Fourteen have been lately baptized in this place, and there is a 
proi{pect that a church will foon be fanenitahs 

After preaching three fermons more in thefe parts, on Thurt- 
day, the 1 ft of October, 1 fet my face eaftward; travelling day- 
times, and preaching almoft every evening where I put up. 
Several times, when I dic not arrive at a place until near dark, 
the people were fo anxious to hear the word, they would imme 
diately notify their neighbours, and a confiderable number of 
people would come together. 

Nii Thurfday, the 10th of O&ober, I arrived at Steuben, 
where I preached in the evening. After which feveral young 
peo »ple e came to my lodgings, and freeiy related what the Lord 
had done for their fouls. Thefe fame young people were fo vain 
laft May, that when brother Hale was preaching to them again 
their vanities, they laughed him inthe face: (this was the tecond 
time of his attempting to preach.) The next day he vifired 
them, and warned them againtt {pending their time in finful 
mirth ; upon which they left him with an air of contempt, and 
went into another room and began dancing. The dear man 
retired | ye himtelf into the wo ds, and pomees.< out his foul for 


“y+ 


to we a mean of their setinahaas oie Friday 7 went to the eaft 
part of the town, where a revival of religion hath lately taken 
place. 1 preached in the evening, and the next day the church 
met for conference. They had been in 2 low and broken ftate 
for a long time; but in this meeting they confefled their faults 
one to another, and renewed their covenant with each other, to 
walk in the commandments and ordinances of Chrift. Three 
came forward and told their experiences; each gave evidence of 
their being true believers. Lord’s day, preached twice to a very 
crowded aflembly, fome of which came fourteen or fifteen miles ; 
and here | baptized two perfons. Brother Hale preached in the 
evening, to general fatisfadtiion. 
On Monday went, in company with a number of Chriftian 
friends, to Columbia, where I preached in the forenoon. Met 
again the next morning, at ten c’clock. I {pake trom Pialm Ixvi. 
16. after which a number came forward and declared what the 
Lord had done for their fouls. At four in the afternoon we 
went to the river, where feventeen were baptized. In the even- 
ing, 1 ipake from Aéts viii. 39. And he went on ‘is way rejoicing. 
The next day, after a number had pafled an examination, five 
were baptized; one of whom was a man in his feventy ninth 
year. ke was awakened under Mr. Gilbert ‘I'ennent’s preach- 
wig, upwards of fixty years ago. Heisaman of good natural 
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abilities, and quite diftinguifhed for his piety. He hath been a 
member of a Pzdobaptift church for fifty years. Doubts re- 
{pecting his infant baptifm, had led him to fearch to know his 
duty. He had read many authors, on both fides, as he faid, but 
had never been entirely {atisfied, until hearing this paflage men- 
tioned at the water yelterday—Buried with him by baptifm into 
death ; that like as Chrift was raifed up from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, even fo we fhould walk in newne/s of life, Rom. vi. 4. 
Thefe words followed him to his bed, and before morning he was 
fully convinced that he never had been buried with Chrift in 
baptifm. 

Thurfday, O&ober 17, went to Addifon, where I preached in 
_ the afternoon and evening ; and the next day attended to the 
examination of candidates for baptifm: proceeded in the fame 
way in the evening. On Saturday, met again in the morning, 
heard the gracious dealings of the Lord with a number more, 
and baptized eleven. In the evening feveral more related their 
experieuces. Lord’s day, October 20, met at nine o’clock in the 
morning, and baptized two; then went to the meeting houfe, 
where I preached to a large concourfe of people, from Luke i. 6. 
And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the command- 
ments and ordinances of the Lord blamele/s. ‘Then thirty-four per- 
fons came forward before the aflembly, and were added to the 
church ; after which we came around the table, to commemorate 
the fifferings and death of our divine Lord and Redeemer. 
The various tranfaftions of this day, rendered it peculiarly pleaf- 
ing and folemn. One perfon, on feeing fuch a number join 
the church, and then come to the table, whilft the multitude 
flood by, faid it put him in mind of the day of judgment, when 
there would be a final feparation between faints and finners. 
In the evening, after a fermon, feveral told their experiences, 
and were baptized the next morning. ‘Then I haftened to Co- 
lumbia, where I preached from thefe words—For as many as are 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the fons of God. “We met again in 
the evening, when we took our leave of each other. You may 
conceive, dear brother, what our feelings were on this occafion, 
when I inform you, that thefe dear difciples live as much as fifiy 
or fixty miles from any minifter of their own denomination, and 
but one of any denomination, for a hundred miles in length, on 
thefe fhores. 

This reformation commenced about the beginning of June laft, 
under the labours of brother Henry Hale. He {pent his time 
moftly in preaching, and going from houfe to houfe, praying, 
exhorting, finging, &c. The young people at firit hated him, 
and thought him foolifhly zealous, but when they were brought 
to Chrift, their hearts were knit to him in love, as the happy in- 
firument of their embracing the gofpel. I heard a number of 
them fay, that they had taken more fatisfaétion in one day, fince 
they experienced religion, than they had taken in their whole 
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Révival of Religion in Addifon, Fe. 2.29 


Yives before. There is one thing I cannot omit mentioning. 
There being new officers chofen im the town of Addifon, the 
young people depended much on fpending the evening after the 
firft training in mirth and dancing ; they accordingly laid them- 
felves out largely for #. The young ladies had contributed, 
and feyt to Bofton and procured a ftandard for the company ; 
and had agreed all to drefs in white garments, and walk in pro- 
ceffion into the field, and prefent it to the officers. The reforma- 
tion began about a fortnight before this was to take place, which 
filled them with fears that they fhould be difappointed of their 
mirth. They faid that they did not care if there was a reforma- 
tion, if they could have their frolic firft. But the reformation 
prevailed fo rapidly, that when the time come, they had no dif 
pofition to go. The young men were under fuch deep convic- 
tion, that when they came to ftand in the ranks, they all appeared 
with fuch folemn countenances, it was faid that it more refembled 
a funeral thana training. You my eafily conceive how pleafing 
a - it was to me, to fee thefe fame young pebdple in quite a 
Gifferent exercife, and going forward in the example of Chrift. 
I do not know whether, in many inftances, it would be proper 
for me to fay that I led them into the water, for they went into 
the cold ftream with fuch cheerfulnefs, that they rather led me in. 

Tuefday, Ofober 22, came to the ealt part of Steuben. Al- 
though there was a rain ftorm, the people came together, and 
nearly filled the meeting houfe. After they had heard a fermon, 
feveral came forward as candidates for baptifm, and gave a rela- 
tion of the work of grace upon their hearts. And although the 
fiorm increafed, the people did not hurry away, but tarried in 
the meeting houfe until near dark. Not having time to hear all 
the candidates, we met again the next morning at nine o’clock, 
when a young man came forward, and gave evidence of his being 
a new creature. Then we repaired to the water, where fix were 
baptized. After they were added to the church, I haftened to 
the weft part of the town, where I preached in the afternoon, 
and met for conference in the evening. Here fix or feven more 
related their experiences. Having previous appointments, we 
met the next morning a lit? after the fun rofe, to wait upon the 
Son of Ged in the folemn ordinance of baptifm. Through 
grace, I humbly truft the Sun of Righteoufneis arofe with heal- 
ing in his wings upon our fouls; for it was a very refrefhing 
feafon. Four went forward at this time, three of whom were in 
the bloom of youth. 

I then rode eleven miles, to Sullivan, where I preached in the 
afternoon. Several were melted into tears under the word; and 
one aged perfon was fo filled with joy and comfort, that fhe could 
not refrain {peaking of the goodnefs of the Lord to her foul. 
Another was fo convinced of her finful flate, that the cried out, 
in the greateft anguith of fpirit, to the Lord, to have mercy on 
her foul. I could not but hope, by what I faw and felt, that the 
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230 Extradl from Mr. Roets’s Letter. 


Lord was about to work in this place. Preached again in the 
evening, about three miles diflant : feveral followed, although it 
ftormed bitterly. The next day I went to Eden, where I tarried 
two days, and preached four times. Then returned to the 
fouth-weft part of Sullivan, preached twice, with fome tokens 
that the Lord was with us. On Tuefday came to Patten’s Bay, 
where I preached in the afternoon, and attended a prayer meet- 
ing in the evening. On Wednefday came to Sedgwick, where 
I preached in the evening, and a {weet feafon it was. On Thurf- 
day came to Caftine. On Friday crofled over to Long Ifland, 
where I preached in the afternoon and evening, and again the 
next evening. At each of thefe meetings fome perfons related 
their experiences; Lord’s day, November 3, preached one fer- 
mon in the meeting houfe, and then baptized five perfons ; and 
after we had changed our clothes, we returned to the meeting 
houfe, where we had a fhort but very affecting parting feafon. 
We ther croffed over to Northport, where I preached in the 
evening, and adminiftered the Lord’s fupper. [Tour orifive 
boats, laden with people, came over from the ifland. ‘The moon 
fhone bright, and I truft the light of God’s countenance fhone 
into our fouls, which made the feafon precious. 

On Monday fet off for my home, where I arrived on Tuefday 
evening ; and, through the blefling of God, found my family in 
good health, for which I ought to be very thankful. 

It is 39 days fince I began my late miffion. I have travelled 
in the whole about 370 miles, and tried to preach 48 times, 
befides attending a great many conference meetings. I baptized 

5 perfons, and adminiftered the Lord’s fupper twice. I think 

never went through fo much labour in fo {hort a time before. 
I am in better health than 1 was when I began. Let the Lord 
have all the praife; for I am {ure that none belongs to worthleis 
me. 











Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Roots, to 
the Committee of the Society ; dated Fabius, 
January 1, 1806. 


Refpefted Fathers and Brethren, 


INCE my return from Canada, laft March, my time has 
been devoted to Miffionary labours, chiefly in the counties 
of Oneida, Chenango, Onondaga, Seneca, Cayuga, Ontario, and 
Genefee. I have alfo vifited the county of Herkimer, and like- 
wife feveral places near the eaft end of lake Ontario, as Salmon 
River, Sandy Creek, &c. 
The people where I have travelled, have received me kindly, 
and have often expreffed a defire to be vifited again in the fame 
way. But in many places, I fear, the greater part are hearers 
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ExtraG from Mr. Hartwell’s ‘fournal. 23¢ 


enly, and not doers of the word; however, in a few towns there 
appear to be revivals of religion. I hope fome fouls have been 
born again of late in Fabius. Laft October a Baptift church 
was conftituted in Pompey Eaft Hollow, adjoining Fabius. 

The people living on the Chemung river and its branches, are 
in general very deftitute of preaching. 1 have travelled in thofe 
parts, fome weeks together, without finding a church or minifter 
of any denomination, except in the towns of Chemung and 
Newtown ; but many were glad to tee a miflionary, and rejoiced 
to hear the word. 

Next Lord’s day, being the firft in January, 1806, I have ap- 
pointed to preach and break bread to a deftitute church in Fa- 
bius ; and then I expeé to fet out on a tour through the Black 
river country to Upper Canada, and thence perhaps to Lower 
Canada and Vermont. 

In the year 1805, I rode, as appears from my journal, three 
thoufand eight hundred and four miles, preached three hundred 
and feventy-two times, baptized twenty-fix perfons, and admin- 
iftered the Lord’s fupper twice. I vifited fome fchools, and a 
number of families, endeavouring to teach, not only in public, 
but from houfe to houfe. I attended conferences and prayer 
meetings, and vifited a number of fick perfons; alfo attended 
eleven funerals, one-of which was the funeral of my wife’s father, 
who died fuddenly, September 17th, in the 77th year of his age. 
All men are mortal. 


PETER P. ROOTS. 


ee eee 


Extract from the Rev. Jefle Hartwell’s Journal, dur- 
ing his Miffion, dated New Marlborough, De- 
cember, 1805, and directed to the Secretary of 
the Society. 


Dear Brether, 


GREEABLY to your requeft, and my own calculations, 

I fet out on my journey the 27th of Auguft, for the 

Black river country. Saturday, 31ft, I reached Charleftown. 

Lord’s day, September 1{t, rode fix miles to the fecond church 

in Galway, preached two fermons from Feed my lambs; had aa 

attentive and agreeable aflembly. I then bid them farewel, 

rode 10 miles to Broad Albin; had a good opportunity in the 

evening, with a number of brethren, at Elder Gorton’s. Con- 
verfation and prayer made the feafon fweet. 

O Lord, my foul panteth, yea, even longeth, to fee and feel 
more of thy divine prefence. O may my mind be humble and 
fruitful, to bring out of thy treafure, thofe excellent things, new 
and old, that may be profitable to all people, wherever I may go. 
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Monday 2d, rode 24 miles to John{town, found the people col« 


Ie&ted, and I endeavoured to preach the gofpel to them, and had 


* a thort but fweet opportunity, and then went to Elder 'I'roop’s 


and tarried. O Lord, keep me meek and humble, that my prof. 
iting may appear to all. O Lord, carry me not into the wilder- 
nels, except thou wilt condefcend to go with me. 

Tuefday, 3d, rode 4 miles to Tillfborough. Elder Covel 


_ preached at ten o’clock ; then we rode fifteen miles to Palatine, 


where I again preached in the evening, from John viii. 12 ; had 
a good feafon. The hearers were a mixed company of Baptifts 
and Methodifts. Here has been a wonderful difplay of divine 
grace in months paft, and I truft fome facred drops ditilled this 
evening. O Lord, may this wildernefs become a fruitful field. 

Wednefday, 4th, rode fix miles to Salifbury. Met the Otlego 
Affociation. Letters were received from about fifty churches, 
which, in general, were in profperity. It feems as though the 
prophetic feafon were come, when the wilderne/s /bauld blofjom like 
the rofe. Truly the Lord has done great things for the inhabit- 
ants of this land, and my foul is glad for the fame. I was called 
upon to preach in the evening, and had a good feafon, in preach- 
ing from John x. 27, 28, 29. The gentle movings df the Spirit 
feemed to affift in fpeaking, and in hearing, which made the fea- 
fon joyful and pleafant almoft till the midnight hour; my own 
foul was much encouraged, in hoping, that the Lord would con. 
defcend to go with me on my journey. 

Thurfday, sth, I attended to the Affociation. The bufinefs 
in general was conducted agreeably, in union and love. After 
meeting was over, I rode 7 miles to brother Ford’s, in Fairfield. 
Tarried with a number of young brethren in the miniftry, and 
others. Converfation, exhortation, and prayer, made the feafon 
profitable and pleafant. 

Friday, 6th, I rode 27 miles to Floyd. 

Saturday, I rode feven miles to Weflern, to Dr. Hick’s, and 
was kindly received. 1 went with him to church mecting, 
found a goodly number of Chriftians united in love : the feafon 
was {weet. 

Lord’s day, 8th, I preached two fermons from Prov. viii. 6. 
Baptized a filter, who is a wonder to all that know her, fhe be- 
ing almoft as one raifed from the dead. 1 then adminiltered 
the Lord’s fupper, with great pleafure and freedom. This vilit 
has been folemn and delightful. ‘The church manifelted their 
thanks with joy and fatisfaction, to God, to the Miflionary Soci- 
ety, and to me, for this vilit ; this being the third time that I 
have vifited and adminiftered to them. I then rode back three 
miles, to Dr. Hick’s, and preached in the evening from Lfa. xl. 31, 
with freedom and delight. ‘This has been a good day to me, 
and I trift to many others. Blefs the Lord, O my foul. 

Monday, September gth, rode eight miles to Steuben, preach- 
ed with comfortable freedom from Mark xvi. 15,16. The 
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people feemed to receive the word with all gladnefs of mind, 
and requefted me to preach again in the evening, which I did at 
2 {chool-houfe, from Ufa. xxxv. 5,6. The waters of falvation 
flowed moft freely, to cherifh and comfort the people. - 

In all my journeying, I have met with a very kind reception, 
with a defire to hear me preach as often as poflible. But no par- 
ticular reformation do I find. O my God! give me grace to 
found an alarm! Souls are precious! Time is fhort! Sinners are 
afleep ! Saints too much flumber. May the kind Spirit breathe 
upon them, and make the dead revive. 

Lord’s day, September 22d, I travelled two miles to Efq. 
Collins’s. Met a goodly affembly, although many of the people 
were abfent. I had good freedom in preaching from 1 Cor. 
ii. 2. and Matt. xii. 42. The people feemed to hear with great 
delight. Their folemn countenances, and weeping eyes, made it 
evident that the Lord wasthere. The congregation voted their 
fatisfation and thanks to the Miffionary Society, and to me, for 
this vifit. Here appears to be a goodly number of Chriftians, 
fcattered as fheep without a fhepherd, greatly defiring, and 
greatly needing help. 

My heart and foul could cry, and fay, 
O bleffed Saviour, come this way ; 


Gather the lambs in thy blefs’d arms, 
And feed them with thy heavenly charms. 


In the evening I travelled two miles, to the other fide of the 
river, and preached at Mr. Lowell’s, from Solomon’s Songs, ii. 
3, 4.3 and the precious apple tree feemed to {pread forth its 
branches, and make a goodly fhadow, while fome of its delicious 
fruits dropped upon us. O my foul, be always ready to ipend 
and be fpent, in this laborious, glorious fervice. O my God, 
make me faithful in the difcharge of my duty, and the glory 
fhall be thine. 

Monday, 23d, rode twelve miles to Pleafant River, and preach- 
ed at Mr. Rogers’s. 

Tuefday, 24th, preached again in the fame place, and in the 
evening at Mr. Ward’s. I {pent the forenoon of this day vifiting 
from houfe to houfe, found a confiderable number of people in 
this new fettlement, but very few profeffors, and I fear a lefs 
number of real poffeflors of religion. I felt myfelf bound 
in fpirit to fpeak with great plainnefs, and I have reafon to 
believe that the Lord was there ; for a number of the mott pro- 
fane charatters appeared deeply affected, and imprefled with a 


fenfe of the truth of the gofpel. Ileitanumber folemn. There 


had never been but three fermons preached in this place before I 
vifited them. The people appeared to be very glad and thankful 
for this vilit, and requefted that other miflionaries would vifit 
them. I think them really needy, and hope they may be vifited. 

Wednefday, 25th, I left them, hoping and praying that this 
vifit may not be in vain. I rode and travelled almoft through 
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a pathlefs defert 12 miles to Watertown, preached in a fehook 
houfe, from Tfa..xxxv. 5 ; and in the evening at Mr. Hunnewell’s, 
from Eph. ii. 8. 

Thurfday, 26th, rode three miles to Capt. Allen’s, preached 
from Matt. vii. 21, 22, 23 3 then rode two miles to Mr. Weft- 
cot’s, preached in the evening from John xxi. 16. The people 
feemed glad and attentive, but yet I fear there are but few real 
travellers in religion, although there are many precious fouls in 
this place. O Lord God, fend down thy good Spirit, to revive 
thy glorious work. In this whole county there are only two reg: 
ular Baptift miniflers, (and they are in fuch circumftances, that 
they travel but little,) and one Congregational minifter. The 
people are a mixed multitude, moftly young, and I fear, too 
regardlefs of their beft intereft. According to appearance, 
their care is chiefly for this wotld, and its pleafures ; yet fol- 
emn and pungent truth feems to have an eafy accefs to their 
tender feelings ; and although it is often hard to obtain many to 
attend on a week-day lecture, yet thofe who do come, feem to hear 
with all the candour and diligence poffible. They treated me 
with ‘the utmoft refpect ; and after I had attended and preached 
two or three times in a neighbourhood, I found it hard parting ; 
for, if Chriftian fellowfhip was lacking, human friendfhip, with a 
conviction that I was their friend, and fought their good, made 
them attentive. Often in the parting moment has the friendly 
tear ftolen down our cheeks, Indeed, it would be my delight 
to yield to the earneft folicitations, which I have received from 
the people, in almoft every part of this country, and devote my- 
felf to travel and preach among them, if duty did not call me 
otherways. 

Friday, 27th, rode feven miles to a neighbouring town, and 

reached from Eph. ii. 8. The people who attended this meet- 
ing, feemed to have their feelings greatly moved by the arrows 
of truth. One man, who appeared to be much agitated, after 
meeting manifefted that he thought he was converted fome years 


“azo, and loved the truth. 


Saturday, 28th, I rode 10 miles to Watertown, and preache¢ 
at Mr. Avery Randall’s, at ten o’clock, from Jer. xvii. 7,8; then 
rode five miles to Rutland, and tarried at Deacon Standley’s. 
This week I have tried to preach Jefus Chrift twelve times, 
in which my foul has been comforted, and I hope and truft many 
have been feafted with the fat things of the gofpel. O Lord, 
grant that my labour may not be in vain. 

Lord’s day, 29th, I preached at brother Phillips’s two fermons, 


_ then preached in the evening at Mr. Ketcham’s. 


Monday, goth, rode fix miles to Harrifburgh, vifited feveral 
families in this place. 

Tuefday, Ofober 1 ft, vifited anumber of families, and preach- 
ed at Mr. Blifs’s from Pfalm xxxiv. 19. 

Thurfday, 3d, vifited feveral families, had fweet freedom, con- 
verfing and praying, it being very rainy, I had po meeting. [ 
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find it good to follow the apoftles’ example of preaching from 
houfe tohoufe; often it is attended with {pecial confolation. 

Friday, 4th, I preached in the afternoon at Mr. Smith’s, and 
in the evening at brother Horr’s; had fome comfort ; found a 
few who feemed to long for the fincere milk of the word. 

Saturday, Odtober sth, left brother Horr’s, rode to Mr. Levi 
Robbins’s, five miles, and attended a conference meeting. 

Lord’s day, 6th, preached at the fchool-houfe two fermons 5 
had a good feafonin my own mind. ‘Tarried at Mr. Anderfon’s, 
a friendly. family. .May the Lord reward them for their benev- 
olence, and revive his glorious work in this place.. In this. town, 
(Harrifburgh) there is a goodly number who are of the Baptift 
perfuafion ; fome of them haye made a public profeflion of re 
ligion, but they are in a fcattered ftate, needing and greatly 
defiring fome to go before them. It appears that there might 
be a people colleéted in this place, to the honour of religion, if 
fuitable labour could be {pent among them. The earneft defire 
of many was, ** Do-come and help us.” But I muf leave them 
with God. 

Monday, 7th, J rode to Lowville, preached at brother Cof- 
fin’s, from 1 Cor.i. 10. People collected, by one hour’s notice, 
to a great number, for an evening meeting. O Lord, let not 
this pleafing feafon be in vain to this people. 

. Tuefday, 8th, rode five miles to another part of the town, 
preached to.a few. Here many found means to excufe theme 
felves from coming, but it was good preaching to a few ; the 
feafon was folemn. O Lord, grant a fhower of thy grace on 
this pleafant village. 

Wednefday, gth, rode 7 miles to Efq. Braton’s in Harrif- 
burgh, preached in the evening, from Job xxxii..17. This fea- 
fon was comforting, after fome trials. 

Thurfday, 10th, rode eight miles to Turin, preached at brother 
Winthrop Shepard’s, from [ia xl. 31; this was a precious 
feafon. A goodly number feemed to feed on truth, and have 
their ftrength renewed. I then rode three miles to brother 
Emms’s, and preached in the evening from Ifa. xii. 3 

Friday, 11th, vifited my friends and brethren in Turin, and 
thought it my duty to reft, for 1 was much fatigued with my 
journey. 

Saturday, 12th, I rode fourteen miles to Boonville, where I 
had an appointment for the Sabbath. In the evening I attended 
a meeting ata Mr. Kogers’s; and after preaching to the people, 
brother Rogers related his experience, to the fatisfaction of all the 
aflembly. So that.it was the voice of all, that he was a proper 
fubject of baptifm. I felt happy and comforted in my own mind. 

Menday, Oétober 14th, people collected in the morning, and a 
Mrs. Duftin, an aged woman, who had been a member of a Pe- 
dobaptift church many years, came forward for baptifm, who 
proceeded to tell her experignce of a work of grace upon her 
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heart, and to relate her views of this ordinance. After examin. 
ing her moral character, and finding it good, fhe was admitted. 
Thete two were then regularly baptized ; and as there was no 
church in this town, I gave them a certificate of their baptifm, 
and left them in the care of the good Shepherd, to bring them to 
his fold. I then rode three miles to Doétor Snow’s ; brother 
Rogers went with me. I preached there in the afternoon : con- 
veriation and prayer made the evening agreeable. 

‘luefday, 15th, rode four miles through the woods to Steuben, 
and preached at Mr. Turman’s, from Aéts viii. 35; then rode 
eight miles to Deacon Waldo’s, in Weftern. 

Wednefday, 16th, I vifited Mr. Jonathan Waldo’s family, where 
there were fix perfons fick of a fever. One had died a few days 
before. After converfing and praying with them, I left them, 
hoping that God is carrying on his work in their hearts, while 
his hand is laid heavy upon them. I then rode twenty-five 
miles to Camden, to brother Allen’s; preached in the evening, 
from John viii. 12, Here is a confiderable neighborhood of 
people, who greatly need preaching. 

Thurfday, 17th, went to vifit a {mall village of Indians; faw 
many of the poor creatures almoft naked, and almoft entirely 
ignorant of religion. I could not talk much with them, for they 
could not underftand me. But I found one old Indian, who 
was fick, who could talk Englifh, though fomewhat broken. 
He feemed to have fome confufed ideas of religion. He told me, 
that there was fome of his tribe that did facrifice a white dog 
for their ligion, but he did not think it was good. He told me, 
that he wanted to know what is good, right. He faid, he did 
believe what the book did fay ; the bibil. He did go to meeting, 
hear preach. I afked him, what he thought of God, or whether 
he thought there was any God? He anfwered, there is great 
God. I afked him if he thought there was fin in the world, or 
whether all men were finners? He anfwered, wicked ! wicked ! 
all wicked ! I afked him what would become of wicked people 
when they died? He anfwered, they go to bad country ; to very 
bad county. I afked, what will become of good people when 
they die? He anfwered, O they goto heaven. I afked, How 
can wicked people be made fit for heaven, if all are wicked? 
He anfwered, he did not know. I afked, if he ever heard of 
Jefus Chrift, who came from heaven and died for us, and opened 
a way that we might live with God in heaven? He anfwered, 
that he had never heard of that. I afked, if he ever prayed to 
God? He anfwered, yes, I pray. I afked, if it made him hap- 
py to pray ? He aniwered, yes, very happy ; and he atked me 
to pray forhim. So, after fome further converfation, I prayed ; 
and there was filent good attention. I then left them, and 
in my foul defiring that God would overrule by his grace, 
fo that the poor natives may be blefled with the gofpel of fal- 


vation. 
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I will here fubjoin an anecdote of this-Indian, which was told 
me by a man knowing to the circumitances. He was one day 
in a white man’s houfe, who was fick ; and after jeeing and con- 
verfing for a feafon, he afked if they were willing poor Indian F 
fhould pray for them? The family gave him liberty. So he at- : 
tempted, but made out quite poorly, having no freedom ; and 
feemed much caft down in his mind. He walked out of the 
houfe for a little time, but foon returned, with defire again to 
pray. He faid poor Indian was too proud to pray before. He 
mui kneel down upon his knees. He then kneeled, and prayed 
with great freedom. O may this teach me humility in all my 
religious concerns. 
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Extract from the Rev. Mr. Kicherer’s Narrative of 


his Miffion in South Africa. 
(Continued from page 211.) 
AVING continued at the Great River about ten months, 
and finding that the produce of the land was infufficient 
for the fupport of their numerous cattle, they thought it expedi- 
ent to feparate. They began to remove in March, 1802. ‘The 
river being then low, they took the favourable opportunity of 
crofling it; but as they could not at that time pafs the defert, 
they erected fheds of branches, for a temporary refidence, till 
they fhould be able to purfue their journey to Zak River. Here 
they celebrated the new year, when all his people came to dine 
with him, and he preached to them on the parable of the barren 
fig tree. He-was much indifpofed at this time, owing, as he 
fuppofed, to the want of bread, both in body and mind. His 
people were at this time in much danger of being deprived of all i 
their property, by a Bofcheman freebooter of great fame, whofe of 
name was Courakakoup; Providence, however, feafonably inter- ‘ 
pofed, and prevented this mifchief. b! 
About this time general Dundas, the Britifh governor of the 4 
Cape, was pleafed to make him a prefent of £.100, in reward 
of his fervices, and offered to promote him to the living at | 
Rodefand, where Mr. Vofs had been minifter; this generous . 
offer he thought it right to decline. 
Some of the Bofchemen of the country about Zak River, who 
expreffed a defire for their return to that neighbourhood, having \ 
mifchievoufly given falfe information, that confiderable rain had 
fallen in the wildernefs, (a circumttance which alone could enable 
them to pafs it) they broke up their encampment, and com- 
menced their journey. They had not proceeded far, before they . 
were convinced that the Bofchemen had deceived them. They i 
travelled till the third day without finding a drop of water. 
‘Vheir cattle began to be in the utmof diltreis ; their looks indi- 
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cated extreme anguifh, and their piteous lowing feemed to fore- 
bode their deftruction in this wildernefs. At length they found: 
a very fmall pool, juft fufficient to affuage their own thirft, but 
not that of their animals: a girl was jult going to drink, when, 
to their great mortification, they perceived that it had been poi- 
foned by the Bofchemen ; for they difcovered many heads of fer- 
pents {wimming in it. It is commonly reported that the venom 
of ferpents may be fwallowed without danger, but their experi- 
ence led them to believe the contrary. Water thus poifoned will 
foon caufe a perfon, who has drank it, to become fo giddy, that 
he cannot walk upright ;.and if an antidote be not {peedily ad- 
miniftered, he will certainly expire ina few hours. It is however 
true, that Bofchemen, being properly prepared, will drink the 
poifoned water, without prejudice to their health. The fight of 
thefe ferpent’s heads greatly diftreffed them, and they knew not 
what courfe to take. Mr. Kicherer deliberated in hisown mind, 
whether he fhould call the people together for a public prayer 
meeting, on this occafion, to implore of God a fupply of rain ; 
but having weighed the matter fully, he refolved to apply in pri- 
vate prayer to. the Saviour; and being fupported in this by Mr. 
Scholtz, they earneftly entreated his help in this their time of 
need. ‘The Lord gracioufly heard the voice of their fupplication, 
and granted them in the courfe of a few hours, fuch thowers of 
blefling, as put a period to their diftrefs. They praifed the name 
of Chrift, and ftaid two days at this place to recruit their cattle. 

Leaving his flock under the care of Mr. Scholtz, he haftened 
forward towards the refidence of the neareit farmers, partly that 
he might gratify his extreme longing for a morfel of bread, hav- 
ing been without this kind of food for half a year. He ftopped 
on the road only a fingle night, urging his journey with all pof- 
fible difpatch, in company with three of the beft of his people, 
Cornelius, James de Trees, and John Kotze, whofe converfation 
was fingularly fpiritual; happier hours than thefe he fcarcely 
ever {pent. At length he came in fizht of the firft farmer’s 
houfe, his joy in approaching which was inexpreflible. His 
firft requclt was for a piece of bread, which he immediately 
devoured with the keenelt appetite. *’Tis difficult to conceive 
of the gratification he enjoyed, when tafting once more that 
long miffed article of food. Shortly after this he arrived in fafe- 
ty at his home near Zak River. He rejoiced exceedingly, when. 
he regained the favourite fpot, where the Lord had thewn fo 
many wonders of his grace and goodnefs. Cornelius, overjoyed, 
faid, **O Sir, what happy times have we formerly had here! 
This. little houfe, could it fpeak, would tell what thoufands of 
gracious words have been fpoken in it, and how good the Lord 
has been to us poor Hottentots !” 

A convenient opportunity prefenting itfelf at this time for a 
vifit to the Cape, Mr. Kicherer gladly embraced it, as he had 
conceived a plan of forming a regular congregation of Hottentots, 
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for which ‘purpofe he-ftood in need of a variety of articles, and 

ticularly a good tock of clothes. Nothing very remarkable 
beapelld on this journey ; but wherever he had opportunity, he 
preached to the people, who collected at different places; and the 
Lord gave teftimony to the word of his grace. 

When he arrived at Cape-town, he received the money from 
the honourable governor, which he had before promifed to give 
him; and which he immediately laid out in the purchafe of 
clothing, and needful utenfils for his fettlement. Here he alfo 
received the repeated offer of the church at Rodefand, which, for 
the fake of his poor people at Zak River, he thought it his duty 
to-decline. As foon as he could difpatch his bufinefs at the 
Cape, he haftened back to his ftation in the wildernefs ; when 
he informed his people, that he had refufed the living at’ Rodé- 
fand; and affured them that he would never forfake them, pro- 
vided they fhould . difcover a fpirit.of induftry, and would be 
more diligent than they had formerly been in cultivating the 
ground, and in other ufeful employments; but he told them, 
that if they fhould hereafter grieve him, «as they had done, by 
their idlenefs, they: might depend on it he would leave them, 
and accept of the church at Rodefand. The people, in reply, 
promifed him every thing he could defire, and aflured him that 
he fhould have no caufe to complain. He therefore fet about 
the ereétion of a more commodious building for a church ; .to af- 
fift him in which, the farmers lent him two flaves, one a catpen- 
ter and the other a mafon. The Hottentots began at firft to 
help forward the good work ; but their natural indolence foon 
made them.weary of the labour. He then repeated his former 
declaration, adding, that he would certainly leave them in the 
courfe of eight days, if he did not fee an increafe of their dili- 
gence. A fcene enfued, which he could not recolleé& without 
much emotion. ‘They began to weep, and entreat him fo im- 
portunately, that his heart melted within him ; he then: gave 
them his word that he would not defert them. The joy occa- 
fioned by this: promife was exceflive. Many of them clafped 
their arms around his neck; and he was convinced that they 
loved him far more than he had imagined. Juft at this critical 
moment the clerk of the church at Rodefand arrived at their fet- 
tlement, with a fecond invitation. Had.he come eight days foon- 
er, he did not know what he might have done ; but now his 
labour proved in vain. In this matter he clearly faw the finger 
of God. 

He continued about ten months at Zak River; during which 
time he formed a regular fettlement, Mr. Scholtz proving very 
helpful tohim. This fpot is fituated in an elevated valley, fur- 
rounded by barren mountains, without a fingle tree to enliven 
the profpect. The Zak River is in the dry feafon a {mall brook, 
which defcends into the Fifh River, which latter is fuppofed to lofe 
atfelfin.a plain near the mountains. Both of thefe rivers produce 
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plenty of good fith ; of which, however, the Hottentots are not 
very fond, nothing but mutton, wild cattle, and milky fuiting 
their palates. 

Befides their church, which is capable of containing eight hun- 
dred people, they have a good dwelling houfe, confifting of 
feveral rooms on one floor, the whole being built of ftone. Nearly 
oppofite the door of the houfe is the fountain or {pring, which 
fupplies themfelves and cattle with water. They have a good 
garden inclofed, for their more tender vegetables; and garden 
ground adjoining, for more hardy plants. Before their houfe, 
the baptized Hottentots have built themfelves decent habitations, 
in the farmer’s ftyle; and at the back of it, the heathens live in 
fmall huts. They have alfo a cattle yard, furrounded with a 
high wall, behind the houfe of the Chriftian Hottentots ; and 
on the north fide of the river, which is about three quarters of a 
mile diftant, are their corn fields. The country round about 
produces few plants f{pontaneoufly, though it is well fupplied 
with {weet and fertilizing fprings. The heat in the day-time is 
very great, and the cold of the night is very piercing. In the 
winter there are fharp dry frofts, which prove very deftructive to 
the vegetables. They have no fnow there, but it is vifible on 
the tops of the diftant mountains, a great part of the year. Ip 
the fummer months, from January to April, they have powerful 
rains, frequently attended with terrible ftorms of thunder and 
lightning, which are fometimes deftructive both to man and 
beait. The country produces little grafs, but the cattle crop 
the tops of the low bufhes. Unfeafonable rains often produce 
unfruitful feafons. Shortly after the rainy feafon, the winter 
commences, when the crops are often deftroyed. In the dry 
feafon they are obliged to water their garden plants every day. 

Amidft a variety of difficulties, they have been-enabled to 
perfevere in forming a Chriftian fettlement in this unpromifing 
{pot ; and, fmail as the beginning may feem, yet, all the ciregm- 
ftances confidered, it will appear much has been done; and there 
is reafon to hope, with the blefling of God, much more will be 
effected. . 

While diligently employed in their attempt to civilize the 
people, they had the fatisfaétion to find that the work of the Lord 
profpered in their hands. An inftance or two of the power of 
divine grace on the hearts of the people may be here mentioned. 

James Scheffer, a converted Hottentot, and who had a very 
circum{peé charatter, one day told Mr. Kicherer that he found 
himfelf to be one of the greateft of all finners, and that as 
fuchshe daily turned to the Lord Jefus ; for that God, viewed out 
of Chrift, appeared to him a confuming fire. Now he faid, his 
eartielt defire was not merely to be delivered from the punith- 
ment of fin, but he longed to enjoy communion with God, and 
to be more intimately acquainted with that good being, who had 
fo long borne with him ; but how to obtain this communion, he 
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Jxuew not.. He then afked him what he underftood by. commu- 
hion with God, He replied, fometimes when I have been enga- 
eed in prayer, I have had a fweet feeling, firch as I cannot de- 
icribe ; it was juft as if God was no longer my enemy : I want 
to be enabled to fay to him, “ My Father,’”’ but to do this I have 
never yet found liberty. In anfwer, Mr. Kicherer faid to him, 
‘Thar you find you are a finner is well; that you feek after Jefus, 
sad feel the joy of the Holy Spirit in your heart, is well too ; 
but that pou icel a repugnancy to fay to God, “ My Father,” is 
unbelief, and the very thing that deprives you of {weet commu- 
nion with God, and of that bleffed affurance of faith, which is fo 
trongly commended in his word. Were God your enemy, you 
would never feel that joy, or that love to Jefus, of which you 
freak, but rather, dread and horror. You have certainly rea- 
fon to believe that God is your gracious Father in Jefus Chrift. 
—-—He ufterwards obtained a full affurance of his adoption. 

Krify, a daughter of the old Baftard Hottentot John, was 
bl-fled with an hearing ear, and an attentive heart. Mr. Kich- 
erer was firit acquainted with her, juft before their removal to 
the Great River. Her convictions of fin were then powerful; and 
on their journey fhe told him, that fhe had given up her whole 
felf to the Lord, and was aflured that he had accepted of her, 
and was become her friend. One day, being with a number of 
Hottentots in the field, engaged in digging up a fort of root, fhe 
opened her heart to him, and expreffed with great fluency, the 
warmth of her love to the Friend of finners.. All that was pre- 
cious in the world, fhe faid, durft not come into comparifon with 
him. At another time, when fhe was in a dry barren frame of 
mind, the Lord direéted him to fpeak a word in feafon fuited to 
her cafe. In difcourfing on fuch ana ortable ftate, he was 
led to infift upon the privilege of a belf€ver fill to have free ac- 

| cefs to God, as it was not for the fake of their long and fervent 
if prayers that he became gracious to them. Afier fermon, the 
eame and informed him of her fituation, and of the comfort fhe 
had derived from the difcourfe. How happy is it, faid fhe, 
that God knows all things ; yea, the moft fecret motions of th 
heart: formerly this idea ufed to make me tremblesbut now 
rejoice in it. He knew my diltrefs, and directed you to ipea 

word to me: he has heard my fecret groans, and fent me , 

4 Some time after this her religious affections cooled, and’the be- 

came more indifferent to the things of God. Perceiving this, 

bi he faid to her, Kriffy, you are no more what you have been: 

a you do not now retire for prayer as you formerly did. Alas! 

fhe replied, I am now afraid to approach the Lord ; I have been 

4 too bad of late. She was informed this was a fhare of Satan, 

< in which fhe was entangled, and which fhe muft needs break 
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through, by going to Jefus juft as at firft, with all her guilt aad 
y mifery. She obeyed, and ly As her peace. 
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}xtract of a Letter from Rev. Mr. Dodge to a Min- 
iter in‘Bofton, dated Lebanon, July 29, 1806. 
Dear Brother, 


7 HERE is at prefent a very pleafing work at Colchefter, 

among the people where brother Wilcox preaches. I learn 
that numbers, under concern for their fouls, flock to hear the 
word ; that tome have been baptized within a few days pait, 
and more are expected to go forward foon. I underftand that 
there is alfo a glorious work at Montville, among Elder Reuben 
Palmer’s people; that between 50 and 60 have been baptized 
of late, and added to the church ; and the work is ftill progrefl- 
mg. Alfo at Lyme, among the people to whom Elder Jafon 
Lee preaches. Near 100 have been baptized by him, and ad- 
éed to the church ;tand the work is {till {preading and increafing. 

From Middletown I have alfo received accounts by brother 
Niles, late from there, that the members of that church feem to 
be greatly quickened and engaged. Several have been lately ad- 
ded, and there feems to be an increafing attention to meetings, 

Pray, fir, do not forget us when your foul fs filled with a {pirit 
of prayer. May the Lord of the harvett fupply Zion with preach- 
ers of his own choofing ; and make us humble and faithful ume 
til death, for Jefus’ jake 

Your friend in gofpel bonds, 
N. DODGE. 


“Remari. —The cloud of divine mercy feems ftill to be hovering 

er thefe New England States. No fooner does the work come 
to a clofe in one ied than we hear of its reviving. in others. 
In a general view, this muft afford great joy to all the friends of 
Zion. Thefe*revivalsyof religion confound all the ealculations 
of infidels and falfe pretenders to religion, as entirely as the 
miracles of Mofes confounded the magicians in Egypt. The 
attempts of our modern oppofers to impede the progreis of truth 
in its operation on the hearts of finners, is totally unavailing ; 
and in many in{tances has been overruled for the furtherance of 
e gofpel. The attempts to opprefs and keep under any par- 
icular fe& of Chriftians, have ufually produced a contrary effec. 
ike Ifrael in Egypt, the more they were afflicted, the more 
¥ grew and increafed. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Willmarth te 
one of the Editors, dated Rumney, June 14, 1806, 


Reverend and dear Sir, 
AST Wednefday, the 11th inftant, the Rev. Pelatiah Cha- 
4 pin was baptized in this’ place, and ordiined to the work 
of an evangelift. A more folemn and interefting fcene I have 
tidom witnefed, 
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Extract of a Leiter from Mr. Willmarth. 244 


Mr. Chapin has for many years fuftained the character of an 
able, ufeful, evangelical minifter, in the Congregational order. 
But a few months ago his mind became exercifed with fome 
queries refpeéting the validity of infant {prinkling for baptifm. 
Thefe were firft excited by his being led to fufpe& that circum. 
cifion was a national rite, and of courfe belonged to none but the 
defcendants of Abraham. He finally became confirmed in his 
belief refpeéting circumcifion, as being peculiar to the Jewilh 
nation. Ifit were not a part of the Mofaic ritual, but of the 
Fathers, he concluded it might yet be in force. For the abro- 
gation of thefe rites, in this cafe, would not involve this. It 
may alfo be thought neceffary, that it thould fill be obferved by 
the Jews, in order to the vifible and evident accomplifhment of 
the great purpofes of God refpedting them in future, as this rite 
is the only material thing which diftinguithes them fram the na» 
tions among whom they are {cattered. 

Hence he was precluded from the idea, that baptilim was fub- 
ftituted in the room of Jewith circumcifion ; and of courfe was 
obliged to form the conclufion, that baptifm was an inftitution 
entirely new. Qn the other hand, if circumcifion were to be 
confidered as one of the Mofaic rites, it muft of courfe have beca 
abolifhed with them; fo that either way, he was at length obliged 
to refcind all his former arguments for infant baptifm. 

About the fame time Mr. Merrill’s Seven Sermons were put 
into Mr. Chapin’s hands ; the perufal of which, it appears, was 
the means of eftablifhing him in believers’ baptifm by immertion 
only. 

The order in which the baptifm and ofdinatien were con- 
ducted, was as follows : : 

A council was called, including the following brethren in the 
minifiry, viz Elders Folfom, Crockett, Wheat, and Webfter, to 
advile with and affift us, on the pleafing occafion. ‘The council 
acted in concert with the church. We firft proceeded to exam- 
ine brother Chapin refpecting his qualifications for baptifm, and 
ebtained the moft fatisfactory evidence of his adoption, doctrinal 
knowledge, and views of the order of the gofpel church. 

The neceflary arrangements béing made, we then proceeded 
to the water, attended by a vaft concourfe of people, where hay- 
ing arrived, we kneeled down, and brother Wheat addrefied the 
throne of grace ; after which I took the venerable candidate by 
the hand, with fenfations which I have thought fomewhat fim- 
ilar to thofe of John, at the baptifin of our blefled Lord, whea 
he faid, J have aced to be baptized of thee, and comeft thou to me ? 

When the ordinance was adminiftered, and we had come up out 
of the water, having afcended to the green, brother Chapin kneeled 
down, aad the faints around him, (he ftill holding me by the 
hand,) when he poured out his foul to God in thankfgiving and 


praife, for the enlightening influences of his Holy Spirit, ena- 


bling him te difeern his former errer, and embrace the truth. 
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Nor did he forget his brethren whom he had left behind ; but 
prayed moft earneftly, that they might be enlightened re{pe@ing 
this ordinance, and brought to experience the unipeakable pleafure 
which he then felt in obeying his divine Mafter. Though brother 
Chapin’s natural voice ig uncommonly firm, on this occafion 
it faultered, by the influence of alternate joy and compafiion. 

_ As we returned, while walking in folemn proceflion, we fang 
that hymn, fo peculiarly defcriptive of the people of God, be- 
ginning with the ftanza— ! 

What poor defpifed company 
Of travellers are thefe, &c. 

After fome further examination, the church and council voted 
unanimoufly to proceed to ordination, which was conduéted as 
follows : . 

Brother Crockett preached an appropriate and excellent fer- 
mon from 2 Chron. xxix. 11. My fons, be not now negligent : 


for the Lord hath chofen you to fland before him, to ferve him, and that 


ye foould minifler unto him, and burn incenfe. It then devolved on 
me to make the ordaining prayer. Brother Folfom gave the 
charge. Brother Wheat gave the right hand of fellowfhip ; 
and brother Webfter made the concluding prayer; after which 
brother Chapin gave out the 48th Pfalm, 1ft part,S.M. He 
followed the finging with an addrefs briefly ftating his reafons 
and motives for abandoning his former fentiments, and embrac- 
ing ours. He concluded by exprefling his tender folicitude for 
thofe he had left in darknefs refpecting the ordinance of, baptifm, 
and then difmiffed the aflembly. 

The tranfactions of this day will long be remembered. To 
many it hath been a refrefhing feafon ; and we have reafon to 
believe, that the caufe of truth will be greatly promoted by the 
interview. O how fublime are the pleafures of obedience ! 
Chrif’s commands are not grievous. Yea, in doing them there 


is great reward. 
E. WILLMARTH. 
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Extract from the Life of the Rev. William Tennent, 
late Paftor of the Prefbyterian Church in Free- 


hold, New Jerfey. 

HE Rev. Wittiam Tennent (fon of the late Rev. William 

Tennent, minifter of the Gofpel at Nefhaminy, in Bucks 
county, in the ftate of Penfylvania) was born June 3d, 1705, in 
the county of Antrim, in Ireland, and was juft turned of thirteen 
years when arrived in America. He applied himfelf with much 
zeal and induftry to his ftudies, and made great proficiency in 
the languages, particularly in the Latin. Being early imprefled 
with a deep fenfe of divine things, he foon determined to follow 
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che example of his father and elder brother by devoting himfelf 
to the fervice of God in the miniftry of the gofpel. Hts brother 
Gilbert being called to the paftoral charge of the church at New 
Brunfwick, in New Jerfey, and making a very confiderable figure 
as a ufeful and popular preacher ; William determined, qs he 
had completed his courfe in the languages, to ftudy divinity un- 
der his brother. Accordingly he left his father’s houfe, with 
his confent and by his advice, and went to New Brunfwick. Ag 
his departure from home, which was confidered as his ictting 
out in life, his father addrefledvhim with great affection, com- 
mending him to the fayour and protection of that God, from 
whom he himfelf had received fo much mercy, and who had di- 
rected him in ali his migrations. He gave him a imall fum of 
moncy, as the amount of all he could do for him, telling him 
that if he behaved well and did his duty, this was an ample pro- 
vifion for him ; and if he fhould aé& otherwife, and prove un- 
grateful to a kind and gracious God, it was too much, and more 
than he deferved. Thus, with a pittance, and the blefling of a 
pious and affetionate parent, of more confequence than thou. 
ands of pounds, the young ftudent fet out in the world. 

After 4 regular courfe of ftudy in theology, Mr. Tennent was 
preparing for his examination by the prefbytery, as a candidate 
for the gofpel miniftry. His intenfe application affected his 
health, and brought on a pain in his brealt, and a flight hectic. 
He foon became emaeiated, and at length was like a living fke!- 
eton. His life was now threatened. He was attended bya 
phyfician, a young gentleman who was attached to him by the 
ftricteft and warmeft friendfhip. He grew worfe and worfe, till 
little hope of life was left. In this fituation his {pirits failed him, 
and he began to entertain doubts of his final happine/s. He 
was converiing, one morning, with his brother, in Latin, on the 
ftate of his fonl, when he fainted and died away. After the 
ufual time, he was laid out on a board, according tothe common 
practice of the country, and the neighbourhood were invited to 
attend his funeral on the next day. In the evening, his phyfi- 
cian and friend returned from a ride into the country, and was 
afflicted beyond meafure at the news of his death. He could not 
be perfuaded that it was certain ; and on being told that one of 
the perfons who had aflifted in laying out the body thought he 
had obferved a little tremor of the flefh under the arm, although 
the body was cold and ftiff, he endeavoured to afcertain the fact. 
He firft put his own hand into warm water, to make it as fenfible 
as poffible, and then felt under the arm, and at the heart ; and af- 
firmed that he felt an unufual warmth, though no one elfe could. 
He had the body reftored to a warm bed, and infifted that the 
people, who had been invited to the funeral, fhould be requefted 
not to attend. ‘To this, the brother objected as abfurd, the eyes 
being funk, the lips difcoloured, and the whole body cold and 
Riff. However, the dottor finally prevailed ; and all probable 
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means were ufed, to difcover fymptoms of returning life. But 
the third day arrived, and no hopes were entertained of fuccefs 
but by the dogtor, who never left him night nor day. The peo- 
ple were again invited, and affembled to attend the funeral. The 
doctor ftill objected, and at laf confined his requeft for delay te 
one hour, then to a half an hour, and finally to a quarter of an 
hour. He had difcovered that the tongue was much fwoln, and 
threatened to crack. He was endeavouring to foften it, by fome 
emollient ointment put upon it with a feather, when the brother 
came in, about the expiration of the laft period, and, miftaking 
what the doétor was doing for an attempt to feed him, manifelt- 
ed fome refentment, and in a fpirited tone, faid, “ It is fhameful 
to be feeding a lifelefs corpfe ;” and infifted, with earneftnefs, that 
the funeral thould immediately proceed. At this critical and 
important moment, the body, to the great alarm and aftonifh- 
ment of all preiént, opemed its eyes, gave a dreadful groan, and 
funk again into apparent death. This put an end to all thoughts 
of burying him, and every effort was again employed in hopes of 
bringing about a fpeedy refufcitation. In about an hour, the 
eyes again opened, a heavy groan proceeded from the body, and 
again all appearance of animation vanifhed. In another hour 
lite feemed to return with more power ; and a complete revival 
took place, to the great joy of the family and friends, and to the 
no {mail aftontfhment and conviction of very many who had been 
ridiculing the idea of reftoring to life a dead body. 

Mr. ‘ennent continued in fo weak and low a {tate for fix weeks, 
that great doubts were entertained of his final recovery. Howe 
ever, after @at period, he recovered much fafter, but it was 
about twelve months before he was completely reftored. After 
he was able to walk the room, and to take notice of what pafled 
around him, on a Sabbath afternoon, his filter, who had ftaid from 
church to attend him, was reading in the Bible, when he took 
notice of it, and afked her what fhe hadin her hand. She an- 
fwered that fhe was reading the Bible. He replied, “ What is 
the Bible? I know not what you mean.” ‘This affeéted the 
fifter fo much that fhe burft into tears, and informed him, that he 
was once well acquainted with it. On her reporting this to the 
brother when he returned, Mr. Tennent was found, upon exami- 
nation, to be totally ignorant of every tranfaction of his life pre- 
vious to his ficknefs. He could not read a fingle word, neither 
did he feem to have any idea of whatit meant. As foon as he 
became capable of attention, he was taught to read and write, as 
children are ufually taught, and afterwards began to learn the 
Latin language under the tuition of his brother. One day ashe 
was reciting a leflon in Cornelius Nepos, he fuddenly ftarted, 
clapped his hand to his head, as if fomething had hurt him, and 
male a paufe. His brother afking him what was the matter, he 
faid, that he fele a fudden fhock in his head, and it now feemed 
w him as if he had read that book before. By degrees his re 
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eolle&ion was reRored, and he eould fpeak the Latin as fluently 
as before his ficknefs. His memory fo completely revived, that 
he gained a perfect knowledge of the paft tranfactions of his life, 
as if no difficulty had previoufly occurred. This event, at the 
time, made a confiderable noife, and afforded, not only matter of 
ferious contemplation to the devout Chriftian, efpecially when 
connef&ed with what follows in this narration, but furnifhed a 
f{ubjec& of deep inveftigation and learned inquiry to the real phi 
lofopher and curious anatomitft. 

The writer of thefe memoirs was greatly interefted by thefe 
uncommon events; and on a favourable occafion, earneftly preii- 
ed Mr. Tennent for a minute account of what his views and ap- 
prehenfions were, while he lay in this extraordinary flate of fuf- 
pended animation. He difcovered great reluctance to enter inte 
any explanation of his perceptions and feelings at this time ; but, 
being importunately urged to do it, he at length confented, and 
proceeded with a folemnity not to be defcribed. 

“ While I was converfing with my brother,” faid he, “on the 
ftate of my foul, and the fears I had entertained for my future 
welfare, I found myfelf, in an inflant, in another flate of exift- 
ence, under the direction of a fuperior being, who ordered me 
to follow him. Iwas accordingly wafted along, I know not 
how, till I beheld at a diftance an ineffable glory, the imprefion 
of which on my mind it is impoffible to communicate to mortal 
man. I immediately reflected on my happy change, and 
thought,—Well, blefled be God! I am éafe at laft, notwithitand- 
ing all my fears. Ifaw an innumerable holt of happy beings, 
furrounding the inexpreflible glory, in aéts of adoration and joy- 
ous worfhip ; but I did not fee any bodily fhape or reprefentation 
in the glorious appearance. I heard things unutterable. I 
heard their fongs and hallelujahs, of thankfgiving and praife, 
with unfpeakable rapture. I felt joy unutterable and full of 
glory. I then applied to my conduétor, and requefted leave to 
join the happy throng. On which he tapped me on the fhoulder, 
anc faid, ‘You muft return to the earth.’ This feemed like a 
{word through my heart. In an inftant I recollect. to have feen 
my brother ftanding before me, difputing with the doftor. The 
three days, during which I had appeared lifelefs, feemed to me 
not more than ten or twelve minutes. The idea of returning to 
this world of forrow and trouble, gave me fuch a fhock, that I 
fainted repeatedly.” He added, “Such was the effect on my 
mind of what I had feen and heard, that if it be poflible for a hu- 
man being to live entirely above the world and the things of it, 
for fome time afterwards I was that perfon. The ravifhing 
founds of the fongs and hallelujahs that, heard, and the very 
words that were uttered, were not out of my ears, when awake, 
for at leaft three years. All the kingdoms of the earth were in 
my fight as nothing and vanity ; and fo great were my ideas of 
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heavenly glory, fhat nothing, which did not, in fome meafure; 
relate to it, could command my iferious attention.’’* 


* The author has been particularly folicitous to obtain every confirmation 


of this extraordinary event in the life of Mr. Yennent. He, accordingly, 
Wrote to every perfon he could thick of, likely to oro heruttayres with Mr. 
Tennent on the fubjed. He received feverai anf ; but the fol: towing 


letter from the worthy fuccefior of Mr. Tennent, in shes pa aftoral charge of his 
church, will anfwer for the author’s purpoie. 
“ Monmouth, N. Ff. December 10, 1805. 
“Dear Srr, 

“ Agrecably to your requeft, I now fend hie in writing the remarkable ac- 
count, which I fome time fince gave you verbully, refpecting your good friend, 
my worthy predeceflor, the late Rev. William Fenbent, of this place. Ina 
very free and feeling converiation en religion, and on the future refit and blef- 
fedneifs of the people of God, (while travellir g rogether from Monmoefih to 
Princeton) I mentioned to Mr. Tennent that I thould be highly gratified in 
hearing, from his own mouth, an account of the trance which he was faid to 
have been in, unlefs the relation would be diiayreeable to himfelf. After a 
Shore filence, he proceeded, faying, that he had been fick with a fever; that 
the fever increafed, and he by degrees funk under it. After fome time (as his 
friends informed him) he died, or appeared to die, in the fame manner as per- 
fens ufually do ; that in laying him out, one happened to draw his hand un- 
der the left arm, and perceived a fmall tremor im the fic th ; that he was 
laid out, and was cold aad ftiff. The time for his funeral was ‘appointed and 
the. people collected ; but a young docter, his particulat friend, pleaded with 
great carneftnefs that he might not then be buried, asthe tremor under the 
arm continued ; that his brother Gilbert became impatient with the young 
gentleman, ond faid to him, ‘ What / a@ man not dead who is cold and fi if as a 
fake!” ‘Yhe importunate young friend, however, prevailed ; another day wae 
“appointed for the burial, and the people feparated. During this interval many 
means were made ufe of to difcover, if pollible, fome fymptoms of life, but 
Rone appearcd excepting the tremor. The doctor never left him for three 
nights and three days. The people again met to bury him, but could noe 
even then obtain the confent of his friend, who pleaded for one hour more; 
and when that was gone, he pleaded for half an hour, and then for a quarter 
of an hour ; when, juft at the clofe of this period, on which hung his la ft hope, 
Mr. Tennent opened his eyes. They then pried open his mouth, which was 
tiff, fo as to get a quill into it, through which fome liquid was conveyed in- 
to the ftomach, and he by degrees recovered. 

“This account, as intimated before, Mr. Tennent faid he had received 
fom his friends. I faid to him, ‘Sir, you feem to be one indeed raifed from 
the dead, and may tell us what it is to die, and what you were fenfible of 
while in that ftate.” He replied in the following words: ‘As to dying—! 
found my fever increafe, and I became weaker and weaker, until, @// at once, I 
found myfelf in heaven, asI thought. 1 faw no fhape as to the Dei ity, but 
glory all unutterable {’ Here he paufed, as though unable to find words to ex- 
prefs his views, let his bridle fall, and lifting up his hands, proceeded, ¢ 1 cam 
fay, as St. Paul did, I heard and I faw things all unutterable! I faw a great 
multitude before this glory, apparently in the height of blifs, finging moft me- 
lodioufly. I was tranfported with my own fituation, viewing all my troubles 
ended, and my reft and glory begun, and was about to join the great and hap- 
py multitude, when one Came to me, looking me fuil in the face, laid his hand 
upon my fhoulder, and faid, ‘ You muit go back.” Thefe words went through 
me ; nothing could hawe fhocked me more, I cried out, Lerd, muft I go back! 
With this thock I opened my eyes in this world. When I faw I was in the 
world, I fainted, then came to, and fainted for feveral times, as éne prebably 
would naturally have done in fo weak a fituation.” 
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On Preaching. 


HAT mode of preaching is moft likely to anfwer the 
great ends for which the gofpel miniftry was inftituted ? 
This is a queftion worthy the attention of all the friends of reli- 


gion ; but efpecially fuch as profefs to be the minifters of Jefus 


Chrift. Do JZ jeek to pleafe men? {aid an infpired apoftle ; for if 
I yet pleafed men, I fhould not be the fervant of Fefus Chri. Ifa 
preacher aims principally to excel in the beauties of compofition, 
in neatnefs of fiyle, and in fine turned periods, without imprefling 
the confcience, or affecting the heart, he evidently miftakes his 
object. ‘The Lord Jefus Chrift never calls men to the miniftry 
for their own fakes, but for the fake of others; for the advance- 
ment of his caufe and kingdom, in the falvation of finners. He 
firit counts them faithful, and then puts them into the miniftry. 

When a preacher feems to be carried along wholly by the 
itream of popular opinion, and endeavours to conform his preach- 
ing to the prejudices of the times, he forgets that he is fet for 
the defence of the go/pel, and that he is folemnly bound to preach 
it in all its apoftolic purity, whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear. He is not, indeed, defignedly to offend his hearers, 
unleis they will be offended at the truth itfelf. Nor ought he to 
feel indifferent as to the manner in which he communicates the 
truth ; much lefs with regard to its fuccefs. But if God mutt 
be offended, or ungodly finners difobliged, he will not hefitate a 
moment. 

That preaching which God has been pleafed to crown with 
the greateft fuccefs, has not been the moft remarkable for excel- 
lency of fpeech, or generally ornamented with enticing words of 
man’s wifdom ; but plain truth, addreffed in a plain, affectionate 
manner to the underftanding, and to the heart. To lead men 
to fee that they are finners, to feel their need of falvation, and 
to direét their views to the mercy of God, has been the ufual 
method adopted by all evangelical preachers. 

The excellent Mr. Claude has this obfervation, “ Having con- 
ceived a juft grief for our innumerable fins, let us humbly have 


“ Mr, Tennent further informed me, that he had fo entirely loft the recol- 
lection of his paft life, and the benefit of his former ftudies, that he could 
neither underftand what was {poken to him, nor write nor read his own name. 
That he had to begin all anew; and did not recollect that he had ever read 
before, until he had again learned his letters, and was able to pronounce the 
monofyllables, fuch as thee and thou. But, that as his ftrength returned, which 
was very flowly, his memory alfo returned. Yet, notwithftanding the ex- 
treme feeblenefs of his fituation, his recollection of what he faw and heard 
while in heaven, as he fuppofed, and the fenfe of divine things, which he there 
ebtained, continued all the time in their full ftrength, fo that he was contin- 
ually in fomething like an ecftacy of mind. * And,’ faid he, ‘ for three years 
the fenfe of divine things continued fo great, and every thing elle appeared fo 
completely yain, when compared to heaven, that could I have had the world 
fer fteeping down for it,! belicve I fhould net have thought of doing is” 
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recourfe to his mercy ;” that is, the mercy of God in Chrif. 
‘ 'lhis feems to have been the true original method of preaching. 
It ts a flate of faéts; it is founded in the nature and fitnefs of 
things 5 and it has been that method, which the Holy Spirit has 
thought fit to feal and fucceed in the hands of his minifters. 
Mere defcriptions of fin affect, exhibiting its confequences affright, 
vehement cenfures of it alarm, reafoning concerning it opens the 
gloomy road to defpair: but all this does not convert. On the 
other hand, preaching profufions of divine goodnefs, without urg- 
ing the guilt and mifery of fin, does not anfwer the great end of 
preaching, the converfion of the foul. Itis the union of both 
fubjeéis, that poffefles the finner with a loathing of himfelf, and 
a love to God. I call this the original method. Thus St. Pete 
preached to the Jews, Acts ii. Thus St. Paul preached to the 
Gentiles, As xii. xiv. &c. I call this a flating of fads, for it is 
ftrictly true—ihat-errors and vice are in the world—that they 
are fources of mifery to men, and reafons of punifhment with 
God the Judge of mankind—that God is a merciful parent as 
well as an equitable judge—that his goodnefs fent his Son to be- 
ftow forgivenefs, wifdom, and virtue as a benevolence—that thefe 
are fet beiore unworthy men in the gofpel—and that if they 
have any fenfe of duty, or any defire after felicity, they muft fall 
in with this eligible plan of recovery. ‘Thefe are facts, anda 
yood applicatory fermon only ftates them. I faid, this method 
of addrets is founded in the naiure and fitnefs of things. Prefump- 


tion and defpair are the two dangerous extremes, to which mane’ 


kind are prone in religious concerns. Charging home fin pre- 
cludes the firft, proclaming redemption prevents the laft. 1 af- 
iirmed, the Holy Spirit had /ucceeded this method to the converfion 
of fouls. Wickliff, Luther, Knox, Latimer, Gilpin, Bunyan, 
Livingfione, Franck, Blair, Elliot, Edwards, Whitfield, Ten- 
nent, and all, who have been eminently bleffed to the revival of 
practical godlinefs, have conftantly availed themfelves of this 
method ; and, prejudice apart, it is impoflible to deny, that great 
and excellent moral effects have followed.’ 


See Gillies’ Succefs of the Gefpel. 
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Memoir of Mr. John Thomas. 


Extracted from the Periodical Accounts relative to the Baptift Mifftonarg 
Society. 


A MONG the loffes which this Society has lately fuftained 
by death, that of Mr. Thomas is diftinguithed by his 


having been the firft perfon who, of late ages, introduced the , 


gotpel to the Hindoos. All that we know of him, previous to 
is connexion with us, is from his own pen. A narrative of his 
canverfiea under a‘fermon by Dr, Stennett, his going to India, 
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and his preaching to the natives of that country, has already 
appeared, both in the Baptift Regifter, No. V. and in our 
Periodical Accounts, No. I. We have therefore only to adda 
few remarks from what we have feew and heard of him fince 
that period. 

From the firft interview that took place between him and the 
Society, which was at Kettering, on January 10, 1793, we per- 
ceived in him a great degree of fenfibility, mixed with ferioui- 
nefs, and deep devotion ; and every letter that has been fince re- 
ceived from him has breathed, in a greater or lefs degree, the 
fame {pirit. His afflictions and difappointments (than whom 
few men had more in {o thort a life) appear to have led him 
much to God, and to a realizing application of the {trong conio- 
jations of the gofpel. He feldom walked in an even path: we 
either faw him full of cheerful and aétive love, or his hands han- 
ing down as if he had no hope. His forrows bordered on the 
tragical, and his joys on the extatic. Thefe extremes of feeling 
rendered him capable of {peaking and writing in a manner pe- 
culiar to himéelf. Aimoft all that proceeded from him came 
directly from the heart. 

If we were to judge of him by what we heard in England, 
we fhould fay his talents were better adapted to writing and cons 
verfation than preaching: but the truth is, his talents were 
adapted to that kind of preaching to which he was called; a live- 
ly, metaphorical, and pointed addrefs on divine fubjects, d:ctated 
by the circumftances ot the moment, and maintained amidit the 
interruptions and contradictions of a heathen audience. A large 
company of Brahmans, Pundits, and others, being alflembled to 
hear him, one of the moft learned, whofe name was Mahafhoi, 
offered to difpute with him. He began by aflerting, that * God 
was in every thing: therefore ({aid he) every thing is God—you 
are God, andI am God.” “Fie, fie, Mahafhoi! (anfwered 
Mr. Thomas) Why do you utter fuch words? Sahaib (mean- 
ing himfelf) is in his clothes: therefore (pulling off his hat, and 
throwing it down) this hat is Sahaib! No, Mahafhoi, you and I 
are dying men; but God ever liveth.”” This fhort anfwer con- 
founded his opponent, and fixed the attention of the people ; 
while, as he fays, he “* went on to proclaim, one God, one Saviour, 
ene way, one faith, and one ca/?, without and befide which all the 
inventions of man were nothing.’’? Another time, when he was 
warning them of their fin and danger, a Brahman full ot fubtilty, 
interrupted him, by afking, “« Who made good and evil?” Here- 
by infinuating that man was not accountable for the evil which 
he committed. “I know your queltion of old (faid Mr. 
Thomas,) I know your meaning too. If a man revile his father 
er his mother, what a wretch is he! If he revile his Goroo,* you 
reckon him worfe: but what is this, (turning to the people) ia 


* His Teacher, 
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comparifon of the words of this Brahman, who reviles God! 
God is a holy being, and all his works are holy. He made men 
and devils holy ; but they have made themfelves vile. He who 
imputes their fin to God is a wretch, who reproaches his Maker. 
Thefe men, with all their fin-extenuating notions, teach that it is 
a great evil to murder a Brahman; yet the murder of many 
Brahmags does not come up to this: for if I murder a Brahman, 
I only kill his body ; but if I blafpheme and reproach my Maker, 
cafting all blame in his face, and teach others to do fo, I infect, 
I deftroy, I devour both body and foul, to all eternity.” 

Being on a journey through the country, he faw a great mul- 
titude aflembling for the worfhip of one of their gods. He 
immediately approached them ; and pafling through the company, 
placed himfelf on an elevation, near to the fide of the idol. The 
eyes of ail the people were inftantly fixed on him, wondering 
what he, being a European, meantto do. After beckoning for 
filence, he thus began: It has eyes. . . (paufing, and pointing 
with his finger to the eyes of the image; then turning his face, 
by way of appeal, to the people) but it cannot fee! It has ears 
. + but it cannot hear! It has a nofe .. . but it cannot fmell ! 
It has hands. . . but it cannot handle! It has a mouth .. . but 
it cannot fpeak ; neither is there any breath in it !”? An old man 
in the company, provoked by thefe felf-evident truths, added, 
“Tt has feet ; but cannot run away !”’ At this, a univerfal fhout 
was heard: the faces of the priefts and Brahmans were covered 
with fhame, and the worfhip for that time was given up. 

He had a way of {peaking and writing to perfons in a genteel 
line of life, that would come at their confciences, and generally 
without giving them offence. Sitting in a gentleman’s houfe in 
Calcutta, a captain of an Indiaman came in, and began to curfe 
and {wear moft bitterly. Mr. Thomas, turning himfelf to the 
gentleman of the houfe, related an anecdote of a perfon greatly 
addicted to fwearing, but who, on going into a fober family, en- 
tirely left it off. “Now, (faid Mr. T.) he did this for his own 
fake only, and from the fear of man: how much more eafy would 
it be to refrain from fuch a practice, if we feared God!” The 
captain {wore no more while in his company ; and meeting with 
him the next day by himfelf, he introduced the fubjeét, confeffed 
that he was the moft wicked of all men, that he had had a better 
education ; but excufed himfelf by alleging that it was a habit, 
and he could not help it. “ That, fir, (replied Mr. T.) makes 
your cafe worfe. Ifa man gets intoxicated once, thatis bad ; 
but if, by a fucceffion of aéts, he have contra¢ted a habit of it, and 
cannot help it, his cafe is bad indeed! You had better confefs 
your fin to God, fir, rather than to man: this he has direéted 
you todo ; and this is the way to forfake it, and to find mercy.” 

His two very impreffive letters to his nieces in England, will 
not foon be forgotten. See Periodical Accounts, Vol.- I: pp. 
457--463. They will give the Chriftian reader a better idea ef 
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the fpirit of the writer, than any thing we can fay ; and if, after 
perufing them, he be not induced to fearch for his other letters, 
and what elfe can be found ef him in the Periodical Accounts, 
we are miftaken. See the Index to Vol. I. urider the words 
Thomas and Letters—Alfo Vol. Ul. pp. 44, 157-—165. 

He was a man to whom no one that knew him could feel 
indifferent. He muft be either liked or difliked: In moft cafes 
his focial and affectionate carriage excited attachment; and even 
where he has given offence to his friends, a fingle interview would 
often diffipate refentment, and rekindle former affection. 

His fympathy and generofity, as a medical man, towards the 
affiiéted Hindoos, though a luxury to his mind, often affected his 
health: and unlefs gratitude be unknown amongit them (as it is 
faid they have no word in their language which expreffles the idea) 
his name will for fome time, at leatt, be gratefully remembered. 

Truth obliges us to add, his faults were confiderable. He was 
of an irritable temper, wanting in economy, and more ardent to 
form great and generous plans than patient to execute them. 
Thefe things have occafioned many painful feelings, and feveral 
{trong expoftulations from his beit friends. “ But when we con- 
fider the affiGion that overtook him in Dec. 1800, by which he 
was for fome weeks in a ftate of complete mental derangement, 
we feel difpofed to pity rather than cenfure him ; as little or no 
doubt remains with us, that his unevennefs of mind and temper, 
with other irregularities, proceeded from a tendency in his contti- 
tution to that which at length came upon him. 

We fhall conclude with a brief account of his death, by Mr. 
Powell and Mr. Ward. The former thus writes——“* You have 
been accuftomed of late to receive gloomy tidings from India; 
that the plains of Hindoftan have been the graves of the Miffion- 
aries. Soon after one meffenger had announced the death of 
Mr. Grant, another claimed the attention of your liftening ear, 
and declared the departure of Mr. Fountain. A third followed 
his fieps, and repeated the mournful tale, that Mr. Brunfdon was 
taken away; and now I have to tell you, Mr. Thomas has put 
off his armour, and quitted the field of aétion! In O&ober, 1799, 
we exulted that the miffionary caufe was fo well iupported and 
ftrengthened; that there were feven brethren engaged in this 
glorious undertaking. Little did we fuppofe that the period 
was fo near when their number would be reduced to ¢hree. 

“You knew enough of Mr. Thomas, to feel his lofs, and 
fhed a tear over his memory. Wearied with the fiorms and 
tempelts of life, and agitated on the fea of adverfity, he longed 
for his difmiffal, that he might be with Chrift, and enjoy the reft 
prepared for the people of God. Terrible as the king of terrors 
is to the wicked, he feldom exhibited his frowns to- him. He 
faw this awful meflenger with an angel’s face, anxioufly waited 
for his fummons, and anticipated thofe fublime pleafures he fo 
foon expected to enjoy. 

(To be continued.) 
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The following biographical fetch has been communteated to us for 
infertion ; and although a little eut of feafon, we have no doubt it 
avill be intercfling to many. 


HE Rev. Tuomas Usricx, late paftor of the firft Baptift 
church in Philadelphia, was born in New York, Auguft 
30, 1753. He was baptized by the Rev. John Gano, in the 
above city, when he was but a little more than 13 years of age. 
At his baptifm, Mr. Gano gave out the 138th hymn, firft book, 
Dr. Watts, and in the fecond verfe he parodied thus— 
“ His honour is engag’d to fave 
“ The youngef of his fheep,” &e. ' 
Why did you not give the words as they are? faid Mr. Uftick— 
“ The meaneft of his iheep 2?” for truly I am fo. 

Mr. Uftick was educated at Khode Ifland College (now 
Brown Univerfity.) He graduated in 1771,* and in 1774 he 
became mafler of arts. About this time he was licenfed, by the 
church in New York, to preach the everlafting gofpel. He was 
ordained, with our ufual {criptural folemnities, at Providence, on 
the 5th of Auguft, 1777, by the Rev. James Manning, prefident 
of Rhode Ifland College, Rev. Job Seamans, paftor of the Baptift 
church in Attleborough, and the Rev. William Williams, paftor 
of the Baptift church in Wrentham. 

He preached at Stamford, in Conneéticut, as a fupply, foon 
after he was licenfed. After ordination, he fettled in the miniftry 
in Afhford, and difcharged with fidelity the duties of a paftor, 
in the Baptift church in that place. From thence he removed 
to Grafton, in Maflachufetts; and from Grafton he removed 
with his family to Philadelphia, in the fummer of 1782, where 
he continued, teftifying the gofpel of the grace of God nearly 
21 years—-He was removed by death on Monday morning, 
April 18, 1803, in the soth year of his age. 

During his confinement, the gofpel which he had delivered to 
others, he aflured a worthy friend who vifited him, a day or 
two before his death, afforded him the greateft confolation. On 
Lord’s day, being vifited by feveral brethren, he propofed te 
them after prayer, to fing the 138th hymn, firft book— 

“ Firm as the earth thy gofpel ftands,” &c. 


the fame that was fung at his baptifm.—The night which clofed 
the fcene of life, (his fon fitting up with him) fenfible no doubt 
of his approaching diflolution, he was heard diftinétly to fay, 
The Lord is my thield and my buckler.” It pleafed God to 
grant him an eafy paflage into eternity: departing without a 


* In December, 1772, Mr. Uftick was married to his only wife, now his 
afflicted widow, whom may God gracioufly fupport. By her he had thirteen 
ehildren, ten of whormare, to our beft knewledge, yet alive. Several ef them 
are profeflorsef our holy "eligion. 
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groan, he fell afleep in Fefus. A funeral fermon was delivered on 
the next Lord’s day, by the Rev. William Rogers, D. D. from 
John xi. 11. Our friend Lazarus fleepeth. 

Mr. Uftick during his miniftry was not afhamed to preach 
and defend the diftinguifhing deétrines of the crofs; he adhered 
to the ordinances as delivered by the great Head of the church, 
and prattifed by the apoftles; and conftantly inculcated the 
practical duties of our holy religion, as unequivocally neceflary 
for the real Chriftian. But having finifhed his courfe, and kept 
the faith, we have no doubt but he is now in poffefion of that 
crown of righteoufnefs, which is referved in heaven for all the 
faithful followers of the Lamb. 


===> 


Diep, May 17, 1806, after a few days illnefs, Rev. James 
Ewinc, of Hopewell, New Jerfey, aged 52 years. He was one 
of the minifters in the Philadelphia Affociation, and a truly 
valuable man. He was taken fick at the clofe of a funeral fer- 
vice for a young maf in Hopewell, and never preached more, I 
mean publickly, for he preached during his fhort confinement, 
in word and in example. His text, at the funeral of the young 
man, was, “ Yea, though I walk through the valley of the fhadow 
of death,” &c. Pfalm xxiii. 4. He has left a widow, his fecond 
wife, without children, and eight children by his firft wife. 








Chriftian Benevolence to the Heathen. 


Sung at Dinagepoor,* Sept. 15, 1799, after a Charity Sermon, for 
the Bongalee School at Mudnabatty. 


1 ATHER divine! how lovely fair 
Shines thy benignant character ! 
Thy goodnefs through all worlds extends, 
And ftops but where creation ends! 


2 Our eyes have feen thy mercy reign 
From Britain’s fhore to India’s plain: 
Thy conftant bounty, unconfin’d, 

Meft richly flows to ail mankind. 

3 Thy bright example kept in view, 

Transforms us to thy likenefs too; 
No falfe diftinétions now we know, 
But round MANKIND our arms we threw. 

4 This morning fhall our alms. declare 
That our profeflions are fincere ; 
Hinpoos and Musseximans fhall prove 
That Curistians, like their Father, love. 


* The place whore the acw church is conftimted. 
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5 O may this day a prelude be 


Of what our fpirits long to fee !— 
The rggn of truth, and love, and _ peace, 


Through Jesus HRt8% our righteoufnels. 








Prayer and Hope. 
Compofed in Bongalee, by a Native. 
OH! my foul, thy fins are great; 
Proltrate ldy at Jefus’ feet. 
Come,’ my foul, and worfhip there ; 
He will hear thy humble prayer : 
Whofo waits at Jefus’ feet, 
Shall an ample pardon get. 
Oh, my foul, &c. 
Fear of wrath, and: dread of hell, 
In his mind no longer dweil : 
Life divine to him is given, 
And at laf a throne in heaven. 
Oh, my foul, &e. 
This report is gone abroad— 
“ Chrift (who was by nature Lord) 
«Put a creature’s nature on, 
“ For the wretched and undone. 
Oh, my foul, &e. 
‘¢ When into this world he came, 
«© Jesus-—Saviour, was his name.” 
I to life may be rettor’d, 
For this Saviour is the Lorp. 
Oh, my foul, &e. 


Chrift the only Saviour. 
Compofed in Bongaler, by a Naiive, 
1 HOW can a finner ftand 
Before the Holy One? 


© jefus! thou a Saviour art; 
Befides thee there is none. 


2 No hoknefs nor grace 
But what is found in thee; 
Faith in thy name lays hold on both, 
And fets the finner free. 
3 Ocean of endlefs life ! 
I long to drink of thee: 
Then holinefs, and love, and blifs, 
Will ail belong to me. , 
Now all defil’d with fin, 
»» Ienothing know but this— 
‘WBalvation can’t be found on earth, 
But Chrift a Saviour is. 
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